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PREMONITION 
> "TERS 
CANDID READER: 


T''s the Fudgement of moſt of the ancient Fathers 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and of the moſt learned 
Theologues among the .2loderns ; that the Au- 
thors of the holy Scriptures, when they ſpeak of natu- 
| ral: things, do mt defign to inſtruft men in Phyſical 
» Speculations md the Science of Natural — Y; 
but aim only to excite pious Aﬀections in their breaſts, 
and to induce them to the Worſhip and YVeneration the v7 
crue God, -whom 'they celebrated in their Writi 
Thoſe Powes ant Goddnefs they therefore took al}, air 
Occaſions to demonſtrate, that they might, from as well 
the natural as civil Order of things, eſtabliſh in the 
Minds of the Readers a right and} firm Belief theredf. 
This then being the only End they propoſed to thenjs © 
ſelves, t ber ford themſelves obliged fot explicate the 
| viſible Works of | God and the nature of t th thin ngs they 
| were to relate, as that they might not, by Noe ond 


|” Infoleng, ape too" zemore und abhorvenr from the 
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theſe pious Writers compendiouſly refer. all things to 
t%ve immediate Pawey of. God and to. his irref F 


 Proyicence preſides aver and governs all things; as 


Premonition to the 


- eommon Sence and pre-conceiv'd Opinions of the /ul- 


gar, to whoſe narrow Capacity and groveling Wit they 


were always to- condeſcend ; yea even to Wreſt the gene- 


ral Canſes and Ends-of the whole Creation m favour of 
the Peoples Prejudices, «6 if all thmgs inthe Wniverſe 
we: e ordain'd only for the good and benefit of Man- 
Kind. Nor could it conduce to this their principal purs« 
poſe, to inſift upon lecond Cauſes, or defer much to 
their Efficacy : but rather in all Contingents or Events. 


to recur immediately to God himſelf, the Firſt Cauſe, 
| Author and Prefident of Nature ;, omittimg to give | 


any acceunt of that Apparatus and long Series of 
Cauſes, which Philoſophers uſe to remark in explica- 
ting the Phenomena of Nature, and which Nature 


her ſelf uſes im their produftion. . Whence it is, tht. 


able 
Will ard Command : og) men to learn {rom/the. 
Light of Nature or rizht Reaſon, (whichalont is able 
to teach it) that the Power.of Godand the Power: 


| of Nature are one and. the ſame, and that all. ber 


Laws are his eternal, Decrees. | For thejr buſineſs 


Þas, not to.treat of. the Principles of Natural Philofos 
. phy ( as 1 ſaid before:) but to convince the unthinking 


Multitude that God is the Origine of all things, that 
wuverſal: Nature us cbedient to. his Will, and that bis 
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candid Reader. 


well natural as bumane 3; which he fo diſÞoſes and ace 


 commodates, as to make thei conſpire to the good and 


happineſs of thofe who follow Piety and Vertue, and 
to the puniſhment of che Impious and Vicious : and 
the Multitude was to be convinced, not by leading their 
Reaſon with a long Chain of Pr emiſſ es and Concluſions 
Theological ; but by ſurprizing their Imagination, and 
accommodating Events to their common Opinions, how- 
ever unreaſonable m themſelves. 
This well conſider d,as we are not to admire,if we fin4 
Fl « (hy hol Scripture many memorable things related 
as Mimales which yet notwithſtanding proceeded from 
the fixt and immutable Order of Nature, and neceſſaris 
ly flowed from'a' Series of Cauſes ordain 4 accor ang to 
ber eternal Laws ,that is, from God's Decrees-/o ouglt 
we not raſhly. to. accuſe any man of Infidelity, only bes | 
cat = he refafes to believe,that thoſe Miracles were ef 
ed by the mimediate Power of God, fuch as is not 
only inconſiftent with, bat point blank repugnant to the 


Fundamental Laws and Conſtitutions of Nature ,which he 


in his infiute Witdom hath made, and made ſo ampl e and 


fertil;as to extend'to the certain produbtion o whatever 
Events be hath will'd and decreed. For firſt, among tl e 


many Miracles elated to be done in favour of the l{raes 
lites, there is (I think )no one that can be aj o1iftically dee 


monſtrared to\\be:xepuguant to th eftabliſhr Order of 


Nature:and then the Power of Gol being in 1nite, that 
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Premonition to the, ec. i 
of Nature mu#t be 0 comm one and the ſame with 


the Power of God;but humane Underſtanding is finite, 
and conſequently incapable to know how far the Laws of 
Nature exten themſelves. Ina word therefore,1f by a 
Miracle in the general, you underſtandnotbing elſe but 
a certain Work or Effett, the Cauſes of which-cannot be 
explicated by men ignorant of the Principles of natural 
1H I acknowledge many ſuch Miracles to have been 
done in all Ates,an d among all Nations. Nay more,if by 
a Miracle you mean that, the Cauſes whereof tranſcend 
the Capacity even of the molt acute and profound Philo- 
{opher; [ will not deny,but that among the many things 
related m the Scripture,as Miracles, ſome are found,that _ | 
in this ſence alſo may deſerve that name ; becauſe I do A 
not meaſure the Power of Nature by the unequal Line of 
| humane Wit. But if you will have a Miracle to be ſuch ; 
a rare Effc&, Which « abſolutely above er (which res | 
ally is all one)contrary to the Laws of Nature,or which | 
cannot poſſibly follow: from her fixt and immutable Or- 7 
der : then 1 dare not :believe that any: ſuch Miracle hath _ _| 
ever bapper'd in Nature, left T oppoſe God to God, that -.\ - 
1s, admit that God changes his own Decrees;which #"Þ 
the Perfeion of the divine Nature, 1 know to begmio* 
poſſible. If you,candid Reader,know ſo too, T hav ly; 1% 
ready faid more than is neceſſary to the defence of this &. 
Innocent Diſcourſe, and therefore ecquieſtt in hot = 
bein? rightly ry” cod. WF. 2 


7 Fo 


Of Miracles. 


Y MIRACLES are underſtood the admira- 
ble or wonderful Works of God. But becauſe 
Men following their own natural Reaſon, are 
wont to doubt, whether what is by a Prophet 
deliverd for the Command of God, be wk the Com- 
mand of God, or not z Miracles in the hered Scriptures 
are call'd Signs, as ſignifying the Will of God: as alſo in 
Ethnick Writers, for the ſame Reaſon, they are call'd 
Oſtenta and Portenta, as ſhewing or portending the di- 
vine Will concerning Things to come. That we may 
therefore underſtand , what a Miracle is, we muſt ob- 
ſerve, what Works thoſe are, which men generally ad- 
mire or wonder at. The Things then that cauſe men to 
admire any Work or. remarkable Effe&, are only two. 
Oxe 1s, if that Work be rare, the like whereof they have 
ſeldom or never ſeen done before : The other, if after the 
Work is done, they cart concerve 1t to have been done 
by natural Cauſes, but only by the immediate operation 
of God himſelf, For if we underſtand the natural Cauſes 
of the Fact, however rare it be 3 or if we have often ſecn 
the like done before, though we do not conceive the na- 


___,ural Cauſe thereof 5 we no longer admire 1t,, nor call it 
..2.- 2a Myracle. Yne uſu quotidiano novinus & frequenti ex- 


e neqz admiramur, neqz ad corum canſas inreſti- 
"*s | gant 
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 gandas multum excitari ſolemus, quanquam ſepe occultiores 
ffnt 1nventr; difficiliores aliis, que obraritatemn, bominun 
[india & animos maxim occupant. 


Thus, for example. it we thould hear an Ox or Horſe 
ſpeak, we ſhould call it a Miracle, becauſe rare, and of 
which we are not able to imagine a natural Cauſe. Thus 
alſo in the generation of Animals, every unuſual Error or 
deviation of Nature, might be held for a Miracle. But 
if a Man or any other Animal generate his like 7 ſpecte, 
though weare equally ignorant how this and that is per- 
form'd, we do not take it for a Miracle. Alſo if a Man 
ſhould be transform'd intoa Stone, 'twould be a Mrracle, 
becauſe rare : but if Wood ſhould -be converted into a 
Stone, becauſe ſuch conyerſion is often ſeen, 'tis no Mira- 
cle : and yetnotwithſtauding weare as ignorant how God 
effects that converſion in Wood, as how he effects it in a 
Man. The Rain-bow that firſt appear'd in theSky, was 
a Miracle ; becauſe the fr #7, that 1s, the like had never 


been ſeen before ; and becauſe it was ſhewn by God for a 


Sign, to (ignific that the World ſhould never again be de- 
ſtroy'd by a Deluge. But at this day, becauſe Rain-bows 
are often ſeen, no man looks upon them as Miracles. 
Again, many wonderful Works are produced by humane 
Art; yet becauſe after they are effected, we come to un- 


derſtand how and by what means, we therefore not ac- 


count them for Miracles. For, 


Admiration depends for the moſt part upon men's 
Knowledge and Expericnce, fo that what ſeems to be a 
Miracle to one man, ſeems not to be lo to another. And 
unskilful an:] ſuperſtitions men are wont to take tor great 


Miracles thoſe things, which the Learned and well expe- 
Tienced do not at all admire. Ecliples of the Sun and 
Moon have jn times pa(t becn miſtaken for ſupernatural 


Effects 


4%. 


that order 3-and that they preſignified ſome good or evil 
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Effetts and Prodigiesby the Vulgar ;'while learned Aſtro! 
nomers underſtanding the natural Cauſes of them,” have 
certainly predifted them. Alſo cunning men confederate 
among themſelves, cloſely enquiring into and diſcoverin 

ſome fecret ations of an unwary and (imple man, and i 
terward relating them to him, have bech held in great 
admiration, as if they had come to the knowledge of 
thoſe Secrets by ſupernatural means, by divine Revelattoh 
at leaſt : when 4 ſame Confederates have n—_ _ 
ſo eaſily to impoſe upon wary and prudent perſons. Ad- 
rag then Cive fe ) 1s Seherally greater' or leſs, ac- 
cording to the various degrees of Sctence and obſervation 
among men 3; the moſt 1gnorant being molt prone to 
wonder : and the Canſes of Admiration , which many 
times makes a Miracle of what is purely natural, we have 
found to be Rarity and Irrorance. q EY 


IF. If this Diſquiſition be yet a little farther purſaed, it | 


will ſoon appear, that Superſtition alſo contributeslargely 
to the beliefof Miracles. For the Minds of men being na- 
turally prone to be agitated betwixt Fear 'and Hope of 
the future (the two grand Paſſions that govern humane 
life) thence 1t comes to pals, that they very often fancy 
a certain extraordinary divine poyer in all Contingents 


which are unuſual, and the natural Cauſes of which they 


do not comprehend , as if thoſe Contingents certainly 
proceeded, not from the order of Nature, but from an 
immediate operation of God tranſcending or changing 


” 


Fortune to themſelves. For the Vulgar thinks, that the 


Power and Providence of God is then moſt apparent, . 
- Whenthey obſerve any Event nf. in Nature, and'con- 


trary to the opimion they have from cuſtom conceiv'd of 


Nature 3 chiefly if the Event ſeem to promiſe any thin 
ap 165 
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of Commodity or Advantage to themſclves : imagining 
that the Exiſtence of a ſupream Being can be by no way 
better prov'd, thanby the inverſion of the courſe of Na- 
ture, which they ſuppoſe to happen in all unuſual Events. 
Whence it is, that common Heads always accuſe thoſe 
Philoſophers of Atheiſm and delign to extirpate the belief 
_ of God, atleaſt of his Providence, MK £946 tO Cx- 
_ what they call Miracles by natural Cauſes, and 
udy to underſtand the Reaſons of them : erroneouſly 
conceiving, that God (forſooth) remains idle while Na- 
ture acts 1n her uſual Order, an1 on the contrary, that 
the power of Nature is ſuſpended, and the ation of all 
natural Cauſes arreſted or fruſtrated, while God acts. 
Thus they form in their Brains confuſed Notions of two 
diſtint Powers, one of God, t'other of Natzre, which 
yet they allow to be determined by God : but what to 
underſtand by either of theſe Powers, and wherein the 
difference they ſuppoſe, conſiſts 3 they know not. Only 
this they will tell you, that.the unuſual Works of Nature 
are Miracles or the Works of God ; and partly out of 
blind Devotion, 7. e. Superſtition, partly from an itch of 
oppoſing wile men that ſtudy Natures Laws and Conſftitu- 
tions, they- pleaſe themſelves in their Ignorance, and 
think they pleaſe God too with their affeted Admiration - 
not conſidering how much they derogate from his infi- 
nite Wiſdom, while they-conceive the Lawsof Nature by 
him madeandeſtabliſh'd, inſufficient to effect all things he 
hath decreed to produce for the cnds 1n order to which 

he ordain'd them, without variation. | 
— HI. This popular Error ſeems to derive its Original 
_ from the primitive Jews, who that they might convince 
*the Erbricks of their rims, who adored viſible Gods, the 
Sun, Moon, Earth, Water, Air, &-:. and (ſhew them 47 
thoſe 


("#1 = a 
thoſe Gads were: weak and inconſtant, or mutable, and, 
under the Command of the inviſible God whom, them- 
ſelves worſhipped; recounted: to them the Miracles he 
had wrought for their ſakes, as cogent Arguments that 
all Nature was by his Superintendency and Command di- 
rected only to their Commodity and Advantage, other 
Nations the while having notanequal ſhare of his Provi- 
dence. A perſwaſton ſo agrecable and grateful-to men, 
that to this day they have not ceas'd to teign Miracles 1n, 
favour of themſelves, that others might believe them to 
be more beloved by God, and dearcr in the eye of his 
Providence, than the reſt of Mankind 3 yea more, .the-fi- 
nal Cauſe. for which he at firſt created, and. continually 
directs all things. What doth not the folly of the Vulgar 
arrogate to it ſelf; having not ſo muchas'ong ſound con- 
ception. or, thought concerning cither God or Nature, 
confounding the eternal Decrees of God with the mutable 
Placits of men, and feigning Nature to be ſa narrow; and 

limited, as that man is the chicfeſt part of the whole 
_ Creation? En 
IV. Having from this brief Enquiry learned, what-is 
generally underſtood by the word Mirack, what aeeme 
Opinions and Prejudices of the Vulgar concerning Mira- 
cles, and whence thoſe Opinionsand Prejudices have pro- 
\ ceeded : urged as well by zeal for the Glory of Gad, 
( which 1s never propagated by erroneous conceptions of 
his Nature, Power, Wiſdom and Providence) as by. Cha- 
rity for theunlearned part of Mankind (which is always 
by Ignorance ſeduced into Superſtition) I reſolve to en- 
deavour by a few plain Reaſons to (ſhew the unſoupdnefſs, 
yea, tis apiuraiey of their Dofrine, who teach, that 2/4 
every Maracle God a&s by g power diitin® from, and ſupe- © 
rior to 4hat of Nature, which is the univerſal Law by him 
| - ' ordain'd_ 
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ordain'd and fixt for government of his Creatures, 
 V. Toeffe& this, I perſivade my felF, Tneed do no 


more but convince the _ Reader of the verity of 
thefe four thinge. (1.) That nothing in the World happens 
or comes to pajs contrary to Nature, bit that Nature keeps 


an eternal, fixt, and immutable Order * (2) That froly Mj- 


rdcles we canmot come to underitand and certainly know ej- 
ther the Eſſence, or*Exiftence, or Providence af God ; but 
that all theſe nrxy far better be collefed from the fixt and im- 
mutable Order of Nature : (3.) Thet the holy Scripture it 


ſelf, by the Decrees and Voktions, nid confequently the Pro- 


viddence of God, underflands nothing tlſe but the very ſame 
Order of Nature, which neceſſarily follows from his eternal 
Laws ; (4.) That moſt men have erred in the manner of 
interpreting he Miracles recorded in the holy Scriptures. 
For, theſe things bemg well prov'd, I fee not what can 

remain to fruſtrate ny preſett Deſign, > 
''VI, As for the FIRST therefore, ' viz.” that 2 Events 
happen according to the cternal Order of Nature ; this may 
cally. be inferr'&even from hence, that whatſoever God 
wills or determines, involves eternal neceſlity and truth. 
Fofk, fince the brte/eif of God is not diſtinguiſh'd from 
his Wi, and therefore to ſay that God wi/'s any thing, is 
all one with ſaying that he »deriFards that very thing 3 
b: 7the ſame neceſſity which follows from the divine Na- 
ture and PerfeQion, it is a genuine and inevitable conſe- 
Juence, that for God to underſtand any thing, as it is, 1s 
him to will or decreethe ſame, as it ls. But fince no- 
thing isneceſlarily true, but only from the divine Decree 
hence it moſt clearly fo:lows, that the univerſal Laws of 
Nature are the mecr Decrees bf God, which follow from 
the neceſſity and perfe&tion of the' divine Nature. Tf 
therefore any thing thould bt contingent in OY _— 
| 1uld 
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truth, and which though they be- not” all knbwn'rou 


urge us toalcribe a limited/power and vertuetoher 


(#2 


ſhould be tepugnant tO Her eternal Laws; the fame (would 


be repugnarit alf6 to the divine Decree; Ihitelle&, and | 


Nature : or if any man ſhonld affirm, that God does any 
thing contrary to the Laws of Nature, he would becom- 
pelld to grant alſo, that God acts contrary to his own 
Nature, than which nothing can be trttore*abſurd, The 
ſame may be fatther proved alfo by this, that the power 


of Natures no other but the power and vertne of God 3 


and the power of God no cther but the very Eſſence of 
God, and certainly that muſt be eternally rhe fame or tm 
mutable. Nothing therefore can be cont agent it-Nature, 


that is repugtiant to her univerſal Lawsz thay that 'is hot 
conventent or agreeable to them , or follows nat from 
them. For whatſoever is done; 1s done by the Will and 


eternal Decree of God , .;. c. is done according to; the 
Laws and Rules , which itvolve' exetral” beefiryy Una 
are. perpetually without the leaſt omiſſion' or deviation 
ſtrictly obſerv'd by Nature. Nor does any foundReaſon 


and not for all. 'For, ſ{eethe vertue and powet of Na- 
ture isthe ſame wg the vertut and power of God ; and 
her Laws and Rules, hisDectees ,(as was juſt naw prov'd: ) 
weare obliged to believe, [that the power of Nature8i#- 
finite, and het Laws ſo'made, as I hrend their force to 
all things conceiv'd by the divine Utiderſtanding. Other- 
wiſe we could not avoid running into that dangerous Er- 


think that her Laws are.fit only for ſob E&rtdin Events, 


ror of the Multitude, that God hath'created Natpre fo 
impotent, and given her Laws and' Rules. ſo'barren,” as 
that he is ,compell'd ſometimes to help her by new Ordi- 
nances and ſupplies of Vertue, in order to her Support 
and Contervation, and that things may ſactced according 

to 


is) 


to his Intention and Deſign. An Error than which no- 
thing is more alien from Reaſon, nothing more unwor- 
thy the Majeſty of the divine Nature. 
Now from theſe Politions, that in Nature nothing can 
happen or come to paſs, which does not follow from her 
Laws 3 and that her Lawsextend themſelves to. all things 
conceiv'd by the divine Underſtanding 3 and in fine 
that Nature keeps a fixt and immutable Order: from theſe 
undeniable Truths, I ſay, it moſt clearly follows , that 
the name of a Miracle cannot be otherwiſe underſtood, 
than reſpetively to the opinions of men, and that a Miracle 
ſignifies nothing elſe but a Work, the natural Canſe of which 
we are ot able to explicate by the example of another uſually 
obſerv'd by ws; at leaſt he is not able to explicate, who 
writes or relates the Miracle. I might ſay, that a Miracle 
15 that, of which we are not able, by the light of Nature, 
to explain the Cauſe from the Principles we underſtand 
of natural things : but , becauſe Miracles have been 
wrought, Ad captum IVulgi , to convince the Vulgar, 
, Which was ,wholly ignorant of the Principles of natural 
things 3..certain, it is, the Ancients took that for a Mira- 
cle, which they could not explain in the ſame manner, 
by which the Vulgar is wont to explain natural things, 
namely by recurring to Memory, ſo 2s to rccal to mind 
another like thmg, which they are wont to imagine with- 
_ out admiration. For the Vulgar always think they then 
ſulhciently underſtand any thing, when they do not ad- 
mire it. Nor doth it appear that either the Ancients in 
their Tunes, or any of their Succeſlors ſince even down 
_ to ours, have had any other Criterion» or Rule whereby 
todilcern Miracles from other Contingents, 7. c. 3nſolite 
.or rare Events from »ſ#al, beſides this here! mention'd, 
vi%; that thee {eem*®d capable of Explication from the 
| = known 
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known Principlesof natural things, Hut thoſe not, accors 
ent of the Vulgar.' 'And therefore we 
are not forbidden to think,' that in the ſacred Writings 
themſelves many things are related as Miracles, of which 
fafticient Cauſes may be given from the known Principles 
of natutal Philoſophy 5 and that too Without any the 
leaſt derogation from either the Glory of God, or the Au- 
thority of the Writers, or from the ſcope or end for which 
the thing#were done and written asI deſign to prove 
when [I ſhall have conduced the Reader to the 4f/. and 
laft Head of this bref Diſcourſe, which concerns the T- 
terpretation of Miracles. For now theClew of my Method = 
brings us to the 
Vii. SECOND Poſition, viz. That from Miracles, 
neither the Efſence, nor the Exiſtence, nor the Providence 
of ved car be underifood by ns ; but onthe contrary, that 
all theſe may be better perceiv'd oe the fixt and mroariable 
Order of Nature,” which to demonſtrate I thus'proceed. 
Foraſmuch as the-Exiſtence of God is not per ſe known to 
us, it ought to be 'neceſlanly concluded from Notions, 
whoſe verity4s foevident, firm and-impregnable, thatno 
power can-begiveh or concerv'd, by which: they can be 
changed 4 tousat'leaſt, from the time wherein we con- 
clude upon the. Exiſtence of God from them, they ought 
to' appear ſuch, if we will ſecure our Concluſion from all 
le Noubts : for if we could conceive thar thoſe No- 
tions tnight/be changed by ahy-Power,” whatſoeverit be 3 
then ſhould we daubr of rheir'verity, and conſequently 
of thatof our Concluſion alfo, namely of God's Exiſtence, 
nor could we ever be certoin of any other thing whatever. 
Beſides this,”we know not this-or that thing to be'ecror- 
ding to Nature; or':repugnarrt to it, wuntels we can-evince 
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the fare to- be earvvenient; or tepugnant'to thoſe funda» 
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mental Notions or Principles. Wherefore if we could 
conceive any thing in Nature poſlible to be done by any 
Power whatever , that is repugnant to Nature 3 that 
thing would be repugnant to thoſe firſt Notions, and fo 
ought to be rejected as ablurd ; orelle ( as was juſt now 
mtimated ) we muſt doubt of the truth of thole firſt No- 
tions, and by conſequence alſo of the Being of God, and 
of all other things whatever and howlſoever percetvd. M;- 
r.acles then, it underſtood to be Works repugnant to the 
xt Order of Nature, are fo far from evincing the Exi- 
{tence of God, that on.the contrary they would make us 
doubt of it, when without them we might be abſoJutely 


_ certain of the ſame, knowing that all things in Nature. 


follow a fixt and immutable Order. But let it be ſuppog'd, 
that what cannot be explicated by natural Cauſes, is a 
Miracle 5 which may be ynderſtood two ways, either as. 
that which hath indeed natural Cauſes, but ſuch as cannot 
be inveſtigated by humane Underſtanding ; or as that 
which hath no Cauſe but only the'Will of God. Now 
becauſe all things that are done by natural Cauſes, are 
done alloby the fole Power and Will of God z we are un- 
der a plainneceſlity of coming to this Concluſion, That 
a Miracle, whether it be effected' by natural Cauſes, or: 

not, is a Work that tranſcends humane Underſtanding :. 
but from a Work that tranſcends humane Underſtanding, 

we can know nothing : for whatever we clearly-and di- 
ſtintly underſtand, muſt come to be underftood.by. us, 
cither by it ſelf; or by ſome other. thing which weclearly 
and diſtin&tly underſtand 3 therefore from a Miracle or 
Work that tranſcends our Capacity, we| can underſtand. 
neither the Eſence of God, nor his Exiſtence, nor his Pro- 


vidence, nor any thing clſe concerning-him, or his Mini- 
er Nature. Rut. on the contrary , fince we certainly 
| - know, 


(ur) 
know, that all- things are determined and decreed by 
God, that the Operations of Nature follow from the E(- 
ſence of God, and that the Laws of Nature are the eter- 
nal Decrees and Volitions of Gol 3 we are obliged abſo- 
lutely to conclude, that we ſo much the better know 
God and his Will, by how much the better we know na» 
tural things, and more clearly underſtand how they de- 
pend upon their firſt Cauſe, and how they operate accor- 
ding to the eternal Laws of Nature. Wherefore by rea- 
ſon of our Underſtanding, thoſe Works that we clearly 
and diſtinAly underſtand, are with much more right to 
be call'd the Works of God, and to be referr'd to his Will, 
than thoſe we do not at all. underſtand, although they 
ſtrongly exerciſe the Imagination, and raviſh men into 
admiration of them : foraſmuch as only thoſe Works of 
Nature, which we clearly and diſtintly underſtand, ren- 
der the knowledgeof God more ſublime, and moſt-clear- 
ly hew his Will and Decrees. . They therefore that when 
. they do not underſtand athing, have recourſe to the Wil 
of Goa, talk. impertinently, ſhew more of Bigotry than 
Wit, and ridiculouſly: profeſs their Ignorance.. 

VII. Moreover, could we conclude any thing from 
Miracles, yet we could never thence conclude of the Ex- 
;itence of God. For ſince a Miracle is a Work limited;and 
never implies. any but a certain and limited Power : moft 
certain and evident it is, that from ſuch an Effe&t we can- 
not rightly infer the Exiſtence of: a Cauſe whoſe Power 
is 7»;finite, but at moſt of a Cauſe whoſe Power isgreater. 
I fay, at woit ; becauſe from matny Caules concurring 
there may follow ſome Work, whoſe Force and Power is 
indeed leſs than the Power of all its Cauſes put together, 
but far greater than the Power af any onevf themtaken 
ſingularly. But becauſe the Laws of Nature ( asI have 
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already (ſhewn ) extend themfelves to. ?nfrrite things, and 
are conceiv'd- by us under a certain ſemblance of Ererx:ty, 
and Nature according to them proceeds in acertain.and ' 
immutable Order ; thoſe very Laws do in ſome meaſure 
in.licate to us the Infirity, Eternity, and Immutability of 
God. I conclude therefore, that by Miracles we cannot 
know God, and his Exiſtence, and his Providence ; but 
that thele may be far better concluded from the ftixt and 
immutable Order of Nature. In this Concluſion I ſpeak 
_ of a Miracle as underſtood to be nothing elle but a Work 
that tranſcends humanc Onderjtanding, or is believ'd todo 
ſo. For if it were ſuppoſed to deſtroy:the Order of Na- 
ture, orto intcrrupt it, or to. be repugnant toi1tz then 
ccitaialy. it could not only give usno knowledge of God, 
but on the contrary would take from us all the knowledge 
we naturally have, and make us doubt of God,. and of 
all other things. - - : 4 1 
- Nor do] here acknowledge any difference betwixt a 
Work contrary to Nature, 'and a. Work above Nature; 
that" is (as ſome are pleasd to ſpeak) a Work not in 
truta repugnant ta Nature, but which cannot be produ- 
ced or effected by her Power alone. | For ſince a Mzracle 
1s done, Nor extra 1ituram, ſed in ipfe natura ;, though 
it be held: to be ſuprenaturam; yet [till mult it interrapt 
the Order of Nature, which we conceave to be; from the 
Decrees of God, fixt and immutable. If therefore any 
thing ſhould be done in Nature, that: ſhould not follow: 
from her Laws ;| it would neceſſarily be repugnant ro the 
. Order-which God hath by the univerfal Laws'of Nature 
eltabliſl*d in the Univerſe ;. and conſequently the belief 
ofit would make us doubt of all things elfe, and lead us 
inta 4theiſur. ' And thus, if 'I'be: not grolly miſtaken in 
the force of the Reaſons here alledged, | have Ronny 
G | CMOCI1- 
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demonſtrated what in the ſecond place I intended : and 
from the ſame Reaſons I take liberty to conclude de novo, | 
that a Miracle againſt Nature, or above Nature, is a 
meer abſurdity; and therefore that by a Miracle in holy 
Scripture nothing elſe can rightly be underſtood, but 
ſuch a Work of Nature, which either really tranſcends 
humane Underſtanding, or 1s believ'd to do lo. 

IX. Nevertheleſs, for more aſlurance of the truth of 
this new Doctrine, I think my ſelf concern'd to confirm 
that part of it which affirms, that from Miracles we cannot 
know God.  ThisI humbly conceive may be done by ha- 
ving'recourlſe to the tuthority of the holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves. - For, though they no where ex profeſſo and plamly 
teach that Poſition, viz. that God i#-w0t made known to 
»s by Miracles : yet notwithſtanding there are found in 
them many places, from which rightly underſtood, the 
ſame may be concluded eaſily and genumely. Amony 
theſe, chiefly from that of Denteronomy 13. where Moſes 
commands the people of 1ſrae! to put to death a falle and. 
ſeducing Prophet, though he ſhould work Miracles. The 
words of the Text are theſe in our moſt correct Tranflart- 
on. If there ariſe among you a Prophet, or a dreamer 0 
dreams, and giveth thee a Sign or a Wonder, —- And the 
Yzgrr or Worrder come to paſs, whereof he ſpake unto thee, ſay- 
ing, Let us go after other Gods (which thou hait not known )- 
and let us ferve them ;; —.1hou ſhalt not hearken nnto 
thewords of that Prophet, or that dreamer' of dreams , for 
the Lord yonr God proveth you, to know whether you love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your out. 
And that Prophet, or that dreamer of dreams ſhall be 
pxt to death, &c, From whichit clearly follows, that Mi-- 
racles may be wrought even by falſe Prophets; and that 
men, unleſs they be well guarded by the true knowledge 
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and cordial Love of God, may as calily be induced þb 
Miracles to embrace and ſerve fal'e Gods, asto acknow- 
ledge and worſhip the trye God. For he adds, becauſe the 
Lord your God proveth you , to know whether you love 
him, &C. 

Secondly, The T/raclites could not from ſo many Mira- 
cles form in their minds any ſound Conception or Notion 
of God or his Providence ; as Experience it ſelf teſtifies, 
For, when they had perſwaded themſclvesthat Moyes was 
gone from them, preſently they importune Aaroy to fur- 
miſh them with viſible Deitics, and (to the indelible ſhame 
of their Nation) embrace the Image of a Calf for anIdea 
or Repreſentation of their God, which they at length from 
ſv many Miracles form'd to themſelves. Ajepb allo, though 
he had often heard of, and beltey*d all the Miracles done 
among his Anceſtors, yet doubted of God's Providenze, 
and had deflected from the right way of abſolute depen- 
dance thereupon, had henot at laſt underſtood true Hap- 
pineſs to conliſt only therein, and Religion in Juſtice arid 
Charity : as we read in P/alm: 73. Nor was Soloxz0n him- 
ſelf, though cxcellent in Wiſdom, and King of the Fews 
roo, even when the Afﬀeirs of that Nation were at the 
higheſt point of Profperity 3 able to form to himſelf any 
competent Notion of God, after all he had read concern- 
ing the Miracles recorded in the Books of Moſes. For he 
more than once ( Eccleſ. 3. v. 19, 20,21. and Chap. g, 


Z. 2, 3, &c. ) contellcth, he ſuſpected all things to happen 


by Chance < fo far ſeems he to have been from concluding 


a divine Providence from b<licf of thoſe Miracles. And. 


as for the Prophets; it may be without much Jabour col- 
IeRed from their Writings, that ſexy or none of them well 
underſtood, how the Order of Nature and the-Events of 


men could be brought to conliſt with the Conception or 
Notion 
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Notion they had form'd in their Mind of the Providence 
of God : which yet hath been always very clear to P/#- 
loſopherr, who endeavour from clear Conceptions rightly 
to underſtand things as they are 3 thoſe Imean, who con- 
ſtitute true Felicity in nothing but Vertue and Tranquil- 
tity of Mind, not ſtudying to bring Nature to obey them, 
but on the contrary.to bring themſelves to obey Nature : 
as certainly knowing, that God directs Nature, as theunt- 
verſal Lawsthereof, not as the particular Laws of humane 
Nature require 3 and ſo that he takes care not only of 
Mankind , but of the whole Univerſe. Conſtant it 18 
therefore, and that too even from ſacred Writ, that Mira- 
cles do not give a true knowledge of God, nor clearly 
teach his Providence ; which is whatI deſigned to prove. 
And as for what is found in ſome places of the Scripture; 
that to ſome unattentive Readers may ſeem perhaps irre- 
concileable to this my Doctrine z as (in Exod. 10.v. 2.) 
that God hardned the heart of Pharaoh and the hearts of his 
ſeruants, and ſhewed wonderful Signs before them, that the 
Iſraelites might know him to be God: it doth not follow 
rom thence, that Miracles do ir truth: teach us to know 
and acknowledge God, but only that the Jews had ſuch. 
Opinions, as that they might be eaſily convinced by thoſe 
Miracles. For evident it 1s, that the Prophetick Reaſons 
mentioned in Scriptere, or fach as are form'd from Reve- 
lation, aredrawn, not from univerſal and common Noti-. 
ons, but from the granted (however abfurd') Opinions: 
of thoſe'to whom the things are reveald, or whom the. 
holy Spirit intends to convince, Which might here, if F 
had not firmly reſoly'd not toprolong this Diſcourſe by 
Digrefſions, be prov'd from many Examples, and alſo by 
the teſtimony of St. Paxl, who with the Greeks madehim- 
lf a Greek, and withthe Jews a Jew; that is, conformd. 
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his Doctrine ſometimes to the common Opinions of the 
Gretians, ſometimes to thoſe of the Fews. But though 
the Miracles done in the fight of the Egyptians might con- 
vince them, and the Jews alſo, from their common Opt- 
nions : yet could they not give a truce Idea and knowledge 
of God, but only bring both Nations to concede, that 
there was a divine Numer more powertul than all-things 
known to them, and that this divine Namen took more 
care of the Hebrews, all whoſe Afairs at that time ſuc- 
ceeded molt happily even above their hope, than of the 
Egyptians or any other People whatever 3 but not that 
God takes equal care of a!/ men, which Philoſophy aloneccan 
reach. And therefore the Jews, and all other men who 
have not, unleſs trom the diſfparile ſtate of humane At 
fairs and the unequal Fortune of men, known the Provi- 


dence of God, have perſwaded themſelves that the Jews 
Nation was more beloved by God than the reft of Man- 
kind, though the Fews excceded not the reſt inthe Perfe- 


ctions of humane Nature, or in their Inclinations to Ver- 
tue and Piety; as may be ſoon collected from their Hiſto- 
ry. Iconclude theretore, that Miracles teach not'menithe 
true knowledge of God and of his Providence : and find 
my {clt at liberty to proceed to my : - LL) 

X. THIRD Poſition, which you may remember to 
be this 3 That according to the true ſence of the holy Scrip» 
tures themclves, by the Decrees and Commands: of God, 
and conſequently by the Providence of God, nothing clje is 


Jigmfied bit 14e fext and immutable Order of Nature : that | 
>, that when the Scripture ſaith, that ſuch or ſuch athing 


was done by God or by the Will of God, it doth really 
mean no other but. this, that- the Fact was perform'd ac- 
cording to the Laws and Order of Nature z not as the 
Vulgar thinks, that Nature ceas'd to proceed in her due 
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courſe whilſt the thing was in doing, or that her Order 
was for ſome time interrupted. The Scripture jndeed 
doth not dire&ly teach ſuch things which belong not to 
the Dodrine thereof ; becauſc it deſigns not to ſhew the 
Natural Cauſes of things, nor to teach things meerly \{pe- 
culative : and therefore whatl here propole to ry ſelfto 
prove, muſt be by conſequence deduced from ſome Hi- 
ſtories of the Scripture, which are caſually related prolixly 
; and with many Circumſtances. Of which I will produce 
" a few, as Examples of the reſt. Es: 
- 5 - In the firſt Book of Samrel, chap. 9. and verſi 15,85 16. 
it is related, that God reveal d to Samuel, that he would 
ſend Salto him; and yet God ſent him not exprefly, as 
men are wont to fend Meſſengers on purpoſe to others, 
but this Miſſion of Sar! by God was nothing but the very 
Order of Nature. ForSayl was in queſt of Aſſes which ke 
had loſt ( asis relatedin the ſame Chapter ) and now de- 
liberating to return home without thetn, by the counſel 
of his Servant he diverts his Journey to the Prophet Sa- 
nel, toknow from him where he might find his Aſſes, nor 
can it be colle&ed from the whole Narration, that he had 
any. other Mandate from God, beſides thisSeries of natu-_ 
ral Cauſes or Order of Nature, to addreſs himſelf to 
Samnel. | EE 5; 
PP  InPfalm1es. v:. 24. *tis ſaid, that God changed the 
mind of the Egyptians, ſo that they hated the Children of 
Ijrael ; and yet that this mutation alſo was wholly natu- 
ral, appears from Exod. chap. 1. where an account is pi- 
ven of the Reaſon, and that no light one neither, w 
T the By 'yptians reduced the If ael/ites to Servitude, viz.' teſt 
=. the [/rachtes being grown 'too numerous and, mighty, 
E-, ſhouldin caſe of War joyn with their Enemies ancl'over- ' 
Bpayerthem. A. 4 
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In Gereſ. 9. v. 13. God faith to Noah, that he would: 
give the Rainbow inthe Clouds tor. a Sign: which aftion 
of God was noother but a cerain refraction and reflexi- 
on of the Rays of the Sun, which they (ſufferdinthe ſmall 
drops of Water whereof the Cloud conliſted. So that the 
Phenomenon it ſelf was then ( as now) a natural Meteor, 
only the Signality was new. _} 

In Pſal» 147. v. 18. thenatural ation and warmth of 
the Wind, by which the Hoar-froſt and Snow are thawed 
and melted, is call'd the Word of God 3; and ſo are the 

_ Wind -and Cold alſo in verſ15., In hke manner Wind 
and Fire are calld in P/a/. 104. verſ. 4. God's Angels and 
Miniſtcrs. All which places, with many other of thelike 
importance frequently occurring in ſacred Writ,moſt clear- 
ly ſhew, that the Decrce, Command, Saying, and Word of 
God, fignific nothing clfe but the Aion and Order of Ny- 

| ture - and therefore it is not to be doubted, but that all 
the Miracles recounted in the Scriptzre, came to pals wa-- 
tyrally ; and yer notwithſtanding are duely referr'd to 


and the fame 3. and, becauſe it is not the deſign of the 
Scripture to explain Events by their natural Cauſes, but 
only to relatethoſe, which ſucprize the Imagination; and 
that alſo in ſuch a method and (ſtyle, which ferves more - 
familiarly and calily to excite Admiration, and confequent-. 
ly Devotion inthe Minds of the Vulgar, If therefore in 
the Scripture there be faund ſome Things or Facts, whoſe 
Cauſes we underſtand not, and which ſeem to haye been 
done beſides or contrary to the Order of Nature ; they 
ought not to amuſe us, nor to hinder. us from believing, _ 
that what bath realty hapned, .hapned naturally. Which 


« 


15 yet farther confirmed: by. this that jn Miracles. were 


found many Cireumitances, though not always, noted in + 
Þ | the. 


God. becauſe his Power and the Power of Nature are one © 
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:the Narrations, obiefly when they arc deſcribed in a Poe- 
_tiek ſtyle : the Circumſtances, I ſay, of Miracles ſhew 
clearly, that they require natural Cauſes, For inſtance, 
to infeſt the Egyptians with Scabs, it was requiſite Moſes 
ſhould ſprinkle Aſhes of the Furnace upward into the Air, 
 (Exed.g.w.8.) Locuſts alſo atthe natural Command of 
God, namely by an Eaſt-wind blowing ſtrongly a whole 
day and a night, came up and cover*d the Land of Egypt- 
and left it again, being carried away by as mighty a Welt- 
wind (Exod, 10. v. 14,19.) By the ſame Command of- 
God, namely an Eaſt-wind, that blew moſt ſtrongly the 
whole night, the Red Sea gave way to the [ſraclites (Ex- 
od. 14. v.21.) The ſame may be inferr'd alſo from the 
manner of the Prophet Eliſha's raiſing up the Shunamites 
Son, that perhaps only ſeem'd to be dead. For Eliſha 
thought it neceſlary to lay his Body upon the Childs Bo- 
dy, to put his Mouth upon his Mouth, his Eyes upon his 
Eyes, his Hands upon his Hands, and to ſtretch himſelf 
often in that poſture; and allthis toexcite Heat and Mo- 
tion m the vital Parts of the Child, and Sternutation in 
his Brain, until 'the Child open'd his Eycs firſt, and then 
neez'd ſeven times: More Examples of this kind might 
ealily be brought hither out of the Books of the Old Te- 
ſtament , were not theſe already alledged ſufficient to 
 evince, that various Circumſtances and natural Adtions are 
 requir'dto the porn” of Miracles, *and conſequently 
_ thatthey are all effefted by God according to the Order 
of Nature, not by interruptingorpervetting it, Iſeenot 
therefore, why it may not be lawful for us to believe, 
that though the Cireuniftances of Miracles be not always 
deliver in the Narratibns of them, ior their -patural 
Cauſes alligr/d;, yetthry were not effifted without them. + 
The ſame 1s conſtant alſo _ Exod. 14. v.27. ay -Y 
"23 | =D y _4 
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\only related in ſhort, that at the bare heck of Mojes, and 
the ſtretching forth of his Hand, |the Sea flowed back up- 
on the Feyptian Hoſt, without the leaſt mention of any 
IWVird that might impel the Waters: and yet in the Cax- 
ticle, or Song of* Moſes, (cheap. 15. v. 10.) 'tis ſaid ex- 
preſly, this Miracle was perform'd by God's blowing with 
a moſt violent Mind upon the Sea. 
Xl. Here ſome perhaps, will objeF, that we find in the 
Scripture very many things, which ſeem abſolutely inca- 
pable of Solution by any natural Cauſes whatſoever 3 as 
that the Sins of men could cauſe Famine, and their Pray- 
ers bring down Rain and caufe Fertility ofthe Earth, and 
that Faith could reſtore Sight to\ the Blind, and others 
equally ſtrange. But this Objection I have (I think ) 
prevented, where I aſſerted, that it 1s not the deſign or 
icope of the Scripturo to. teach the knowledge of things 
by their next Cauſ&, but only to relate them 1n that Or. . 
der or Method, and in thoſe Phraſes, by which it may | 
moſt efficaciouſly move men, and chiefly the Vulgar, to 
Devotion and Reverence toward God; for which Reaſon 
it many times ſpeaks of natural things, yea even of God 
himſclf'very improperly 3 as aiming to affect and occupy 
the Im1gination of men, not to convince their Reaſoz, 
For ſhould the Scripture relate the Fall and Devaſtation 
of any Empire, Kingdom,” or Commonwealth, as politick 
Hiitorians are wont to do, aſſigning all the remote, con- 
current , and proxime Cauſes thereof : the Narration 
would not atall afte& and commove the common People : 
who yet are apt to be ſtrongly ſurpriz'd, and as it were 
charm'd into Admiration and Devotion, when the whole 
Revolution is deſcibed in Strains and Figures of Poeſie, 
and referr'd only to the immediate Power and Decree of 
God. When therefore the Scripture relates, that the 
"3 ona Earth 
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Farth became barren for the Sins of men, or that the 
Blind recover'd Sight by Faith z we have no more reaſon 
to be moved to a2 than when it tells us, that 
God is angry, ſorrowful, penitent of his Promiſes or Fats, 
»indful of his Promiſe upon light of the Sign pre-ordain'd, 


and many other like-things, which are either deliver'd' 


Poerically, or related according to the pre-conceiv'd 
Opinions and Prejudices of the Writer. Wherefore we 
here abſolutely conclude, that all the Events that are true- 
ly relatedin the Scripture to have come to paſs, proceeded 
neceſlarily ( as all other Contingents do) accgrding to: 
the immutable Laws of Nature 3 and that if any thing be 
found, which can be apodictically demonſtrated to be re- 
pugnant to thoſe Laws, or not to have followed from 
them: we may ſafely and piouſly believe the ſame not to 
have been dictated by divine Infpiration, but impioufly 
added to the ſacred Volumes by ſacrilegious men : for 
whatever is againſt Nature, 1s againſt Reaſox; and what- 
ever is againſt Reaſon, is abſurd, and therefore alſo to be 
rejected and refuted.: | | 
XII. But leſt any man ſhould, by mifinterpreting-any: 
Miracle, ſuſpe& that he has. found in the Scripture lome-' 
thing that is repugnant to the Light of Nature or right 
Reaſon; it concerns me now tocome to the FOURTH 
and laſt Part of my prefent Subjeq, vis. the Interprgtati- 
_ ou of Miracles. - Of this therefore I will deliver of' 
many . Thoughts, and'by.an Example'or two endayour: 
to illuſtrate them. . : | 
It very rarely happens, that:men relateany Attion fim-- 
ply, and $:1t was really. done, without nuxing with it 
ſomewhat ofitheir own t. //Nay when they ſee 
or hear _ ifig newiand ſurprizang, unleſs they circam- 
ſpealy detend 


mſclves from their own pre-conceiv'd- 
Opini- 
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Opinions, ory are for the mott part prone to beſo blinded 
and pre-polick'd by them, that they apprehend in their | 
Brain quite another thing than what they ſee or hear to 
have come to pals; chietly if the thing done exceed the 
Capacity of either the Reporter, or the Hearer, and when 
the ſame 1s likely to bring ſome conſiderable Advantage 
or Emolument tothe Reporter, if |it be believ'd to have 
come to paſs in ſuch or ſuch a manner. Hence doubtleſs 
It comes, that men in their Chronicles and Hiifories rather. 
rclate their own ConjeCtures and Opinions, than things 
as they were really done 3 and that one and the ſame Caſe 
ar Event by two men, of different Opinions and Judg- 
ments, ſo divertly related, that they ſeem to ſpeak, not 
of ane Caſe, ' but two ; and m fine, that it isnot very dif- 
ficule to @ man that reads with attention, to inveſtigate 
the. Opinions \of the Chrorographer or Hiſtorian meerly 
from. his-Nazrations. To confirm this, I might bring hi- 
ther; many Examples, as well of P/lofaphers, who have 
watten Natural Hultories, as of Chronographers; if I did 
not think it ſuperfluous ſo todo. I will therefore content 
my {elf with one pertinent and remarkable Example taken 
out of - hely rFcriptare, and then leave the Reader from 


thence to judge of the reſt. 


= 


[In the time of Joſbne, the Hebrews ( perhaps with all 
Natians,) believing the Sur to be carried round. 
W, *>n6/in its diurnal Motion, andthe Exrth to ſtand 

{till PFpetually 3 accommodated-/to this :their pte-con- 
ceiv'd Opinion, the Mrracle that happen'd to:them, when 
_ they were fighting againſt thoſe five Kings of the Amo- 
rites. For they have:not-ſimply related, thay that day 
was longer than. any ather:day ; but thac the Sun and 
Moon then ſtood (till, or ceas'd From thety Motions: |. And: 
this could not but ſerve mightily to their advantage, at 


that 


CF 
that time, to convince their Erhrick Enemies, who 'ado- 
red the Sz and Moon, and! to' prove by Experience it 
ſelf, that thoſe celeſtial Luminaries were under the Com- 
mand of another God, at whoſe beck they were forcedto 
ſtop their Courſe, and ' change their natural Order. 
Wherefore they conceiv'd,. partly from Religion, partly ' 
fcom their pre-conceiv'd Opinions, the thmg to have 
come to paſs far otherwiſe than it might really have hap-' — 
pend; and related the ſame accordingly. To interpret 4 
therefore Scripture-Miracles, and tounderſtand from'the 
Narrations of them, how they really happen'd 3 *tis'ne- 
ceſſary to know the Opinions of thoſe whotirſt reported 
them, and who-tranſmitted them down to after-Ages by ' 
their Writingsz and to diſtinguiſh the Narrations from * 
that which their Authors Senſes might repreſent to their 
ſurpriz*d Imaginations : otherwiſe we- ſhall confound 
their Optnions'and Judgements with the Mracle it elf, as- 
it really cameto paſs 3. nay. pre, we ſhall confound'atfo- 
things which have really hafen'd with- things purely. 
imaginary, and which wereonly PrephetiokRepreleriiaels : 
ons. For in Scripture many things are related as teal; and" 


w 


which were alſo believ'd. to be real even by the Ralators 
themſelves 3 that notwithſtanding were only Repreſenta-- 
tions form'd in the Brain, and meerly i72aginary : asthat. 
God, the ſupream Being, deſcended from Heaven bk 
od, 19.928, .and Denteron.5. v. 28.) upon Mount S727, 
and that the Mountain therefpre ſmoak*d,' becauſe 'God: 
came down upon it ſurrounded with Fire 3 that'El/as- 
aſcended to Heaven in a fiery Chariot drawn'by' fiery 
Horſes: which were only Repreſentations accommods- 
ted to their Opinions, who. deliverd'them down'to us; 
as they had been repreſented'torhem;” vis. is things aQa- 
ally done. . For all men of Underſtandingabove th Rab-- 
| ble, . 


C24 ) | 
ble, know, that God hath no right-nor left Hand, that 
he 1s neither moved nor quiet, uncircumſcrib'd by Place, 
but abſolutely infinite, and that jn him are comprehend- 
ed all Perfe&tions. All theſe Propricties of his, I ſay, are 
knownto thoſe confidering men, which judge things from 
the Perceptions of a pure [zte//ef, and not as the Imagi- 
ation 18 attected by the outward Senſes; as the Vulgar is 
wont, which therefore imagynes God to be Corporeal, and 
like an-Emperor litting ina Throne above the Stars in the 
Convexity of Heaven, the diſtance of which they believe 
not to be very great from the Earth. From theſe groſs 
Imaginations and Opinions of common Heads it is, that 
the Wrners of holy Scriptyre, accommodating their Nar- 
_ rations many times to vulgar Capacities, deſcribe many 


_ Events in Expretitons familiar and ſuitable to thoſe pre- 
conceiv'd Opinions 3 which therefore ought not to be re- 


ceiv'd by Philoſopters as real. Beſides, to underſtand how 
Mpracles really happen'd, *tjs requiſite to be well versd 
inall the Jdioms, Phraſes all Tropes of the ancient He- 
brews : tor he that doth not underſtand and attend to 


*all theſe, - will be apt to feign and add to the Scripture ma- - 


ny Miracles, which the Writers of| it never thought of; 


and conſequently remain ignorant, | not only-how the Mi- +. 


racles that have been written, came to paſs, but even of 
the true Sence and Mind of the Writers. For Example, 
the Prophet Zacharias (chap. 14. v. 7.) (peaking of War 
to come, faith; And it ſball come to paſs in that day, that 
the lreht ſhall net be clear, ror dark But it ſhall be one 
day which ſhall be known to the Lord, not day, nor.night ; 
but at evening time it ſhall be light, &c., Now by theſe 


words he ſeems to predict a mighty Miracle ; and yet to a 


man converſant in the Language, Phraſes, and Style ofthe 


Prophets, it will ſoon appear, that. nothing is Synliigg: 
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( 25.) 8 
by him but this; Thut the Battel ſhall be fiercely forght by 
both ſides, the event of it all the day known owly to God, butt 
in the evening the Jews ſhall obtain the vidory : for in ſuch 
Allegories and Phraſes, the Prophets were wont to fore- 
tel and write the ViForres and Calarities of Nations, ſig- 
nifying theſe by 1:7ht and day, theſe by darkneſs and night. 
Thus we find Eſaiz (chap. 13.) deſcribing the Ruine + + 

 andDevaſtation of Bby/or in theſe words The St:rs of 
Heaven, and the Conitellitions thereof, ſhall not give their 

ban light ; the Sun ſhall be darkened in his going forth, and the 
Moon ſhall not emrit the ſplendor of her light : which Prodi- 
gies no man of Underftanding believes to have happen'd 
at the Deſtruction of that wo City ; as neither thoſe 
the ſame Prophet adds in the ſubſequent Verſe 3 I wil/ 

| ſhake the Heavens, and the Earth ſhall remove out of her 
place. Thus again in chap. 48. zerſ.xlt. to ſignifie to the 
gown that they ſhould return from Babylon to * erſte 
ecurely, and ſuffer no thirſt in the Journey, he faith; 
And they thirFed not when he led them throngh the deſerts ; 
he cauſed the waters to flow ont of the Fock for them. By 
which words, T ſay, Eſaia mtended: only this, that the 
Fews ſhall find Fountains in the Deſerts ( as Travellers 
commonly do ) with which = ſhall mitigate their thirſt. 

For, when by the conſent of Cyrws they went to Jernſa- 


ny thin 


among the 


red according to the* chiefly where 
raſhly ſuppoſed' to be intimated. To reciteall 
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Hebrews werc accuſtomed in theſe and the like phraſes to 
ſpeak, not only orzately , but allo, and chictly devotely. 
For which very Reaſon in the | 1/t. of Kirgs, chap. 21, 
and Jv 2. v.9. is found, to bleſs God, for, to curſe - 
an.| tor the ſame, they reterr'd all things immediately to 
Go\l, and therefore the Scriptureſeems to relate nothing 
almolt but Miracles ; and that too whenit (peaks of things 
molt plainly natural, of which I have already alledged 
lome Examples. When therefore the Scripture tells us, 
that God hardned the heart of Pharaoh 5 wearenot bound 
to believe, that it ſignities any thing, but this, that Pha- 
r.40% was contumacious or obltinate, And where tis ſaid, 
that God opened the Windows of Heaven, we may ſafely 
interpret the words to contain no other fence but this, 
that Rain tell down from the Clouds in great abundance 
© (ic de alijzs, It our Reader then, |laying aſide all ſuper- 
ſtitious Prejudices, (hall be pleas'd to confider and remark 
theſe Inſtances, and withal know, that in. the Scripture 
many things are rclated briefly, without any Circumſtan- 
ces, and impertcaly ; I am tully perſwaded, he will there- 
in tind-nothing that can be apodictically demonltrated to 
be repugnant to the Light of Nature or right Reaſon, but 
on the contrary many things, which how obſcure ſoever 
they may ſeem at firſt, he will be able, upon alittle Exa- 
men and Meditation, to underſtand and interpret accor- 
ding to the genuine icace! and meaning ©! the Writer. 
And thus, I think, Lhave with ſufficient clea; nfs proved 
what I intended: 
X([[. But yet, before I put an end t - this Diſcourſe, 
there is one thing more, of which it concerns me to ad- 
vertile. the, Readzr, and 'tis this 3 That the Method. here 
propoſed. for Iaterpretation of Miracles, ought not to. be 
accommodated to the prejudice of Propheſies occuriing 
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frequently 1n the Scripture. For of theſe nothing onght 

to be affirm'd, but what may be concluded from Funda- 

mentals reveal'd in Scripture z whereas the Concluſions 
precedent in this Diſcourſe, have been mnferr'd only from 

Principles known by the Lieht of Nature. Propheſie 1s a 

thing which tranſcends the limited Capacity of humane 

Underſtanding, nor can any man comprehend wheremn 

chictly it confiſteth , unleſs from Fundaments reveaP'd, 

which are purely Theclogical, But as for Miracles 5 be- 

-- cauſe what I here principally enquire ( viz, whether we 

may ſafely admit, that in Nature any thing can poſſibly 

happen, that is repugnant to the cterna] Laws of Nature, 

or that may not follow from them) is a Queſtion Pz 7/oſo- 

phical : I have therefore thought it, as more proper, fo 

alſo more adviſed, to inveſtigate the ſame from Funda- 

ments or Principles known by the Light of Nature. - [ 

ſay, more adviſed; becauſe I could have folved this Que- 

* _. ſtion from only Poſitions and Fundaments of the Scripture 

it ſelf ; to manifeſt which, I will now brictly ſhew the 
poſlibility thereof. | 
The Scripturein ſome places affirms of Nature in gene- 

ral, that ſhe perpetually obſerves a fixt and immutable 
Order; as in P/al. 148. v.6. He hath eStabliſhed them | the 

Heavens and all the Celeſtia] Hoſt, &c.7 for ever 5 he bath 

made a Decree which ſhall not paſs : and Jerem. 31.09.25, 

36. Thus ſaith the Lord, which giveth the Sun for a light 

by day, and the Ordinance of tbe Moon andof the Stars for 

a light by night, which divideth the Sea when the waves 

thereof roar. If thoſe Ordinances depart from-beſore me, 


| faith the Lord, then, &c. And the Philoſopher in his Ec- 
cleſiaſt. 1. v. 9. faith exprelly, that nothing new happens in 
Nature : and in ver. 11, 12. illuſtrating that Atlertion, 
adds, that though athing may come to paſs, which ſeems 

| 7 new, 
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new, yet really 'tis not new, but the like hath-happen'd 
in Ages ſo long ſince paſt, that no memory of them has 
reached down to us : There zs, ſaith he, no remembrance 
of” former things; neither \ſhall there be any remembrance of 


' things that are to come, with thoſe that ſhall come aſter. 


Again in chap. 5.9.2, he faith, That God hath appointed a 


ſeaſon to everything, and a time to every purpoſe under the 


Sun; And at wer}. 14. he faith farther, I kwow that what- 


ſoever Cod doth, it ſhall be for ever « nothing can be put to it, 


nor any thing taken from it, &c. All which Texts moſt 
clearly each, that Nature always keeps her fixt and im- 
mutable Order, that God hath been the ſame in all Ages, 
as well unknown as known to us, | and that the Laws of 
Nature are fo perte& and ferti, that nothing can be ad- 
ded unto, nothing detracted from them, and in fine, that 
Miracles are not lookt upon as new things, unleſs by rea- 
ſon of mens Ignorance. Theſe remarkable Truths there- 
fore are (you ſee) expreſly taught in the ſacred Books - 
but in them it is no where taught, that any thing can hap- 
pen in Nature, which is repugnant to her eternal Laws, 
or which is impoſhble to tullow trom them 3 and therefore 
I think it unreafonable, to 1mpute ſuch Do&trine to the 
Scripture. To theſe Arguments be pleas'd to ſubjoyn ſome 
of our precedent Reaſons, 272. that Miracles require Cau- 
ſes and Circumſtances, that they neceſlarily proceed from 
the divine Decree, that is ( as we have ſhewneven from 
the Scripture) from the Laws of Nature and her eſtabliſht 
Order, .an4 in fine, that Miracles may be wrought alſo by 
Seducers and Impoſicrs , as is plain from Dent. 13. and 
Alt. 24. v. 24. and then, I prclume, you will perceive 1t 
to be genuinely conſequent from all thele Premilles, that 
Altracles have been natur4! things, and ought {o to be ex- 
plicated, as to ſeem neither ew ( that I may ate Solo- 

mon's 
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01's word ) nor repugart to Nature. And that you 
may: the mage eafily fo explicate them, I have ſet down 
ſome certain Rules taken from the Scripture it ſelf, But 
though I ſay, that the Scripture teaches theſe things, yet 
donot mean that it teaches them as Precepts or Documents 
neceſlary to Salvation, but only that the Prophets embra- 
ced them as we do : and therefore it is free for every man” 
to think of them, according as he ſhall judgeit moſtcon- 
ducive to his devoting himfelt tothe. Worſhip of God, and 
FU the:Exerciſe of Religion, with his-whole mmd. Which 

agrees exatly with the Sentiment of that wile and grave 

Author Joſephas, eypreſt in the concluſion of his 24. Book 

of Antiquities, in theſe words. Nul/zs vero diſcredat ver- 

bo miraculi, ſi antiquis hominibus, @&* malitia privatis via 

ſalutis liquet per mare fa&a, ſive voluntate Det, Jive ſponte 

; revelata : dum & eis, qui cum Alexandro Rege Macedo- 
nie fuerunt olim, & antiquitus 4 reſiſtentibus Pamphilicune 

< mare diviſum ſit, & cum aliud iter non eſſet, tranſitum pre- 
buit iis, volente Deo per enn: Perſarum deitrucre imperinms 

&* hoc confitentur omnes, qui ad us Alexandri ſcripſernnt. 

De his itagz ſicut placuerit unicuiq, exiitimet. ln which 
Joſephus modeſtly declares his Julgcrin of Miracles. -F 

add alſo that of Valeſgws, a pious man «nd profound Phi- 

loſopher, who ( i» ſacre Philoſophie cap. 57.in Pal. 77.) 
Hoe having atlerted that the Manna wherewith God fed the 
Ft I/raclites in the Detart, though difterent in ſome qualities 
| from other ſorts of Mana dclcribed by. Phylicians, was 

yet produced ſecundum leges natures wilely ſubjoyns this 
Defence of himſclt. Neg; c:i2 elevo Dei concar jaar, cunt 
naturales rerum canſas inveſtigo ; ſed laudo inſinitane ejus 
ſapientiam, qui ita ommia diſponit, ut etiane que: porterito- 
fyſuma ſunt, videantur bona ex parte ſeenndus! nathralens 
rerum ordinem eveniſſe. | 


Sancas 


£ «Md % PESTS; % .£ * +. * 
b > & + +. BT LO - _— CO = » SL 
bo Gr I ES Bb vhes +47, KEI "- - , ;; j F 4, ERS LI & Eng B88 > i, 
Z 4 "MR: AX TT bo CS 2. Io RO vFY i 3, EI =" » » 2600's - -»- 26.4 og OS. EZ fl : 
x bY - = F p4 Arts - 7 Le US. Wn a he's $i 2 rn IS 68-324 ks $Pr(\ CEC TY ts AH, 14h. i et 8 $a t "OY + op ry 
$5 p* ou E Z. I 6 A 0 Ke WA k © 4 3; - FAS, © : > 
NE z 6 . + vs 5 Son ef Fs Wo a SNOW Shs "> Et dd * 4 8 
A =— * * g. I ae 2 > - bs a Tis: FAS a IS 10 MY " 4 "7 - 4 
» , X BY. = , 4 7: * bes s pe A Sas SPOT, © TE I g » 
« $:-4.8 CES es, 1 p 1 * Wed A # 
5 ? oy 1 # 


X 94s ICE ok IWF + 
F Yar” &” * >” Nb > 

G ' 

| 

1 

) 

| 

: 

| 


7 : RP at os, | FE 
#7 Fon De” cy Ae "Js K 8 Ne 3%, 

A; ; a £5 pb Y ue " 'T7 -- VL SAY > 

kr ne 3 BEM « 


5 | *: = 4 
Sanus Auguſtinus 7 Epiſtola 7. que eſt ad Marcellinum. 


Si ratio contra divinarum Scripturarum autoritatens 
redditur, quarrurs acuta fit , fallit weriſimilitudine ;, nant 
ver eſſe non poteit : rurſum, ſt manifeſtii/ime certeq; ratio- 
ni, velut Scripturarum ſanFarum objicitur antoritas, non 
intelligit qui hoc facit, & non Scripturari': itlarum ſonſun, al 
ad quem penetrare no» poteſt, ſed ſunny potins 0icit veritats 
mee quod in eis, ſed quod in ſeipſo, welut pro tis, invenit, 
opponit.. | 


Burnetius i Teluris Theoria ſacra, lib, 1. cap. ult. 


Ut in deducendis rerum originibus, non temere recurren- 
dum eſt ad Primam Cauſam ; ita nec in explicandis effed is [jo 
(ingularibus , ad Miracula. Hoc onmnes agnoſcunt , at, 

 eliam ſruſtr.1 ac temere eo recurri, cunt res alinnde per cau- 
fas naturales ſatis explicari poteſt. Sutis antem explicatur 
aliquod Phenonenon, cujus rationes redduntur adequate, 
idg; juxte analogiam Nature : ita ſciticet, ut catera Natu- 
ra cidem explicationi conſentiat & ſuffragetur. 


Dr. Sprat in his Hiſt. of the Royal Society, pag. 360. 


* It is a dangerous Miſtake , into which many good 
men fall 3 that wenegle& the Dominion of God over the 
World, if we do not diſcover in every Turn of humzne 
Actions many ſupernatural Providences, and miraculows 
Events. Whereas it is enough for the Honour of his Go- | 
uy - VCrn- 
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yernment, that he gxides the whole Creation in its WON- * 6 
-ed Courſe of Cauſes and Efes: as it makes as much to 
the Reputation ofa Princes Wiſdom, that he can rule his 
Subjeds peaceably DY his known and ſtanding Laws, 3s 
that he is often forcd.to make uſe of extragrdinary Jur 


ſtice to puniſh, or reward. 


